
Milton Damerel Parish Council

Minutes

Of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th October 2016 commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Stephen Moyse (Chairman), Richard Piper, (Vice Chairman), Gareth Piper, Grace Millman,  

Rose Haynes, John Webb, Jim Richardson and Parish Clerk Lorraine Buttery, 

There were no members of the public present.

1)     Apologies:  District Councillor Robin Julian and P.C.S.O Raquel Rowe
2)     Declarations of Interest
        a) Register of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. None were declared 

        b) To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
        c) To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
3)     Chairman’s Announcements 
        There were none

4)     Public Comments and District Councillors report


        There were no members of the public present
5)     To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st September 2016, these having been circulated and 
         read by all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse as being a true record of the  meeting.

6)     Matters Arising 
        1)  The subject of the spread of Japanese Knotweed was discussed in full and the consensus of opinion was that there

              Is very little the Parish Council can do. It is not a legal requirement to report Knotweed on a person’s land unless

              it is spreading to another owners property/land. A license is required to spray the necessary chemicals to kill

              Knotweed. It is very difficult to decide who is responsible for Knotweed when it is growing in hedges/verges.

              The unanimous decision of the Councillors was to put an article in the next newsletter.

        2)   Community Grants Scheme- Defibrillator, the Clerk reported that a new form will have to be signed as Torridge

               DC had slightly changed the format. As soon as the form had been received the grant money will be released.

               A discussion took place as to where to place the Defibrillators when purchased, suggestions were, Sanders Garage

  D. Watkins old workshop, the Chapel School room, the old phone box, and the Parish Hall. Councillors Gareth Piper, 
  Grace Millman and Stephen Moyse will make enquiries to seek permission for the placement of the defibrillators.

               the  main problem being is that they have to be situated where they can be connected to an electricity supply.   

               It is hoped that permission for the sites can be achieved before the next Parish Council Meeting

        3)   DALC AGM/Conference, the Clerk reported that she had attended the AGM and conference, and found it very  
 Interesting. She attended the South West (Devon and Somerset) Devolution workshop and the subject gave rise to 
 much speculation, by the delegates present. A great amount of time and resources had been spent on putting together

 the Prospectus for  Productivity which was completed in February 2016,  but because of the Change of Government
 the exercise will have to be redone and re-submitted, at present this is not a priority for the new Government. 
 The  Clerk gave the details to Councillor  Grace Millman. 
        4)   DALC Consultation – Local Finance Settlement, the Clerk reported that she had responses to the consultation
              Submitted by DALC, the decision of the Parish Councillors was that the Clerk would submit similar answers

              to the questions in the consultation.          

7)     Planning Applications
        There were none
8)    Planning Decisions

        There were none
        Planning Appeals 
        There were none
 
Signed……………………………………………  
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9)        Financial Matters
           a)   Financial report to date, the Clerk reported that there was a balance of £4478.01 in the current account,

                 this comprising of £4178,98 Parish general funds, SBIT funds£183.02 and £107.01 P3 funds.
           b)   The receipt of the TAP fund grant was acknowledged this being £683

           c)   The following cheques were signed by three Councillors:

                  i)    Clerks monthly salary £173.33
                  i)    Sutcombe Parish Council’s share of the TAP Fund £278.00    

                  ii)   Charles Brimacombe £80 Grass cutting

                  iii)  Hall hire for meetings July-September (omitted last meeting).                       
10)     Correspondence as below and as available at the time of the meeting
           i)     NHS Your future care Sept & Oct                          ii)   Survey Results -we are Devon Communities

           iii)   PSCO Raquel Rowe apologies for last meeting     iv)   Self build in Torridge

           v)    Cllr. Robin Julian- Kenworth Viaduct                    vi)   D. Taylor (MD Newsletter) letter of thanks

           vii)  Jamie Hollis-Standards Committee vacancy.         viii)  DALC Newsletter

           ix)    Healthwatch Devon                                                x)     P3 Walk and Talk meetings

           xi)    Holsworthy Advisory Group agenda -17/10/16     xii)   TDC Parish & Town Council info sharing

           xiii)  Devon Highways Parish and Town Council Conference 22/11/2016  

           xiv)  Email from Roberta Jackson informing Parish Council of change of treasurer
           The above correspondence was circulated to Councillors when received, no further action is required

           except to apologise that on the Agenda vi) was stated as D. Grawley when it was from D. Taylor

           and xii) Councillor Grace Millman reported that she had attended the seminar, it related mostly to

           planning section 106, which is readily available to view on Torridge Planning website.
          Whilst at the seminar Grace spoke to Rachel Webdell, Strategic Enabling Officer, regarding the building site at 

          Town Farm, as this has been a subject of complaint and enquiries from residents of Milton Damerel Parish.

           Rachel sent an email to Grace informing her that Sarah May had visited the site and she is of the opinion

           that ‘planning permission has not been implemented at this time’ although Building Control have been advised 

           in the past that foundations for one plot have been put in’

           Rachel went onto say that:

           “Overall for a definite decision to be made on this issue, the developer would need to submit an application for a

           Certificate of Lawfulness to TDC which would allow for further investigation, to be undertaken by the Planning

           Department. I would suggest therefor that if as a Parish Council you have concerns that development may take place 

           on a site where the planning permission may have expired you contact the Planning Enforcement Team, if and when
           the developer enters the site to undertake further works. The Planning Enforcement Team will then investigate

           this matter further through direct contact with the developer”          

            Received after the agenda had been circulated, copy of email from M. Jackson, P3coordinator to Martin Caddy

            regarding the draft of the “permissive Pathways” for FP 15/16, there had been no further progress but Martin Caddy
            has promised to get things underway as soon as he can.         

 11)     Urgent matters brought forward with the permission of the Chairman.

           Councillor Jim Richardson reported that a car had been dumped in the Parish Hall car park, the matter had been
           reported to the police by Roberta Jackson, the Parish Hall will report it to Torridge District Council

         There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm          

Signed……………………………………………  
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