
Milton Damerel Parish Council
Minutes

Of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15thJune 2016 commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Stephen Moyse (Chairman), Richard Piper, (Vice Chairman), Gareth Piper, Grace Millman,  

Jim Richardson, John Webb and  Parish Clerk Lorraine Buttery 

There were no members of the public present.

1)     Apologies:  Councillor Rose Haynes, PCSO Raquel Rowe 
2)     Declarations of Interest
       a) Register of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. None were declared 

       b) To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
       c) To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
3)     Chairman’s Announcements 
       The Chairman welcomed back the Parish clerk Lorraine Buttery after her recent hip operation, the clerk thanked

       the Chairman and the Councillors for their card and best wishes. 
4)     Public Comments 
There were none.  

5)     To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting and the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th May 2016, these having 
       been circulated and read by all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse as being a true records

        of the meetings.
6)      Matters Arising 

       1) Venn Green Bus Stop, Councillors Grace Millman and John Webb met with Julie Pepworth, at Venn Green bus shelter,

        and reported Julie agreed that there was a ‘Health & Safety Risk’ at the bus stop traveling towards Holsworthy.

        There are approx. 3-4 concrete paving squares about a couple of feet (or less) from the road with just enough room to stand 

        waiting, but there is no room to have a pram/buggy/shopping trolley between you and the road.  Neither is there a sign showing

        it is a bus stop – anyone wanting to go to Holsworthy has to assume they need to stand that side of the road. As if to prove a

        point that it is unsafe as we were standing at the ‘bus stop’ a large artic lorry swept past and nearly pulled John Webb into the

        road in the ‘downdraft’. Julie would like to widen the paved area back towards the field hedge/fence and possibly lengthwise

        also so that you can stand there with a pram/buggy and not be in danger from the passing traffic. We also asked for a bus shelter

        similar  to the one at the road side at Frithelstockstone, currently there is no shelter at all, which again Julie thought a good

        idea but that will depend on finances she can allocate.  It would provide more visual impact for traffic that should be only

        doing 40mph! Julie Pepworth said she would look into it and contact the Parish Clerk. The Parish Clerk confirmed that she 

        had not as yet heard from Julie, the Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse asked the Clerk to contact Julie for and update.

        2) Projector Screen, Grace and Walter Millman had looked at the damage and found that it was impossible to mend.

        The Clerk was instructed to go ahead and purchase another as it would hopefully be under £100 it was not necessary to get

        three quotes. Councillor Grace Millman commented that it was disappointing that whoever had broken the screen did not have

        the common courtesy to inform the Parish Council. In future any organisations that uses the Lap Top, Projector and screen

        will have to sign a declaration that they are responsible for the equipment whilst in their care and be liable to replace any item

        that is broken. The Clerk will design a relevant form.

        3) Electoral Review (not on Agenda but was agreed to be discussed from May meeting). The review was discussed and

        it was noted that the recommendations was that there would be no change of the number of  District Councillors but maybe 

        a change in the number of wards. In 2015 there were 36 Councillors, with 1434 electorate per Councillor, by the year 2022 

        with the same amount of Councillors it is envisaged that this will increase to 1632. One of the answers is to change Ward

        boundaries to try and equal out the Councillor and electorate ratio. The new arrangements will come into effect at the District 

        Council elections in 2019. This phase of the review will close on the 4th July. Full details are available on the Torridge website.     
7)      Planning Applications
        1) 1/0394/2016/FUL

        Proposal:  Garage and single storey extension and change of use of agricultural field to increase residential garden   

        Location:  Pentreve House, Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon

        The above application was received between meetings and was discussed via email the following was 

        posted on Torrridge planning portal:
        thank you for consulting Milton Damerel Parish Council regarding this application. All Parish Councillors had studied this

        proposal and raised no objections. It is the decision of the Parish Council to support this application             

        2) 1/0442/2016/FUL Proposal: Proposed home office (affecting a public right of way)

        Location: Northtown Farm, Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon

        The above application was received between meetings and was discussed via email the following was Posted on Torrridge

        planning portal:

        Thank you for consulting Milton Damerel Parish Council regarding this planning application. The application

        was studied by all Councillors and the following comments were made:

        1)Looking at the plans and information on the web-site it was noted that DCC have objected as there is no 

         indication of the track of the footpath and whether the home office or games room interfere/encroach on immediate area. 

        2)The home office and games room are new builds on site, no internal layouts are shown on the plans.

        There were no further comments or objections other than to be assured that any properties that might

        be affected by this proposal have been notified.

Signed……………………………………………  
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3) 1/0554/2016/ FUL (received after the Agenda had been printed)

             Proposal: Retention of 1.8 metre high wooden close boarded fencing (re-submission of 1081/2015)

             Location: The Oaks, Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon

             The above application was discussed and the unanimous decision of the Parish Councillors was for the 

             Clerk to submit to Torridge Planning the same remarks as for the original application

8)      Planning Decisions
        1) 1/1177/2015/FULM

           Proposal: 5 Megawatt Solar Park and ancillary development (on 14.5 hectares of land)

           Location:  Land at Bulkworthy, Devon.

           The above application was granted permission

        2) 1/02330/2016/FUL (received after the Agenda had been printed)

           Proposal: Part retention of shed and lean- to. Re-submission of application 1/1139/2015/FUL

           Location: The Oaks, Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon

           The above application was granted permission
        
Planning Appeals 
         There are none

9)       Financial Matters
          a)   Three Councillors signed cheques for Clerks monthly salary £173.33 and expenses April – June £19.43

          b)   An up-to-date financial report was given by the Clerk, there being a total of £4,373.91 in the current account

                SBIT fund balance £183.02, P3funds £107.01, balance of Locality grant £91.06 leaving a balance of

                £3,992.82 Parish Council general funds

          f)   The annual accounting statements were explained and approved by the Chairman and Councillors,

                The Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse and the parish clerk duly signed the statement as being in order.

          g)   Three Councillor signed a cheque for the internal audit for the amount of £50.00. The Clerk commented 

                on the quality of the Audit completed by Dr. Julia Foster.

          h)   Three Councillors signed a cheque for £30 for the hall hire for meetings April-June           

10)     Correspondence as below and as available at the time of the meeting
         i)   Town and Parish Fund                                          ii)   Tesco ‘bags of help grants’

         iii)  DALC Newsletter (NALC Pay scales)               iv)   Active Devon – Board Member 

         v)   Emails Mike Jackson x 2                                     vi)    DALC- May Newsletter  

         vii)  Gemma Steele- Engagement event                     viii)   Healthy People        

         ix)   D. Thompson-Update Class Q Agricultural Dwelling Guidance 

         The above communications had been circulated by emails and no further action was required except for:

         ix) Councillor Gareth Piper could not remember receiving this email the Clerk supplied Gareth with a hard

             copy and said she would re send the email to all.

11)    Urgent matters brought forward with the permission of the Chairman
        1) Councillor John Webb informed the Councillors that he had been asked question by a resident regarding

           Town Farm development. Comments made were that there had been no change to what had been printed

           in the Newsletter and the planning application was now probably out-of-date.

        2) Councillor Rose Haynes had emailed the Clerk regarding the lay-by near Chapmans Green, there is a skip there

           which is believed to have been left by the contractors repairing the road, but now all and sundry had been

           placing their rubbish there. The Clerk was requested to notify the Highways department.

        3) Councillor Jim Richardson reported that he had received a complaint from a resident regarding excessive noise coming

           from the Caravan near Strawberry Bank/Crossways, it was on a couple of Friday Nights, Jim remarked that he had

           heard the noise but thought it not too excessive, just sounded like a ‘family party’ conducted outside. The Councillors

           commented that this was not really a Parish Council Matter and residents should complain to the police or to the

           environmental department.

        4) Grass/hedge cutting, it was the decision of the Parish Council to again join forces with Sutcombe Parish Council

           to apply for the TAP fund to enable the cutting of grass verges that Devon County Council no longer cut,

           The Chairman will obtain three quotes ready for the next meeting, the Clerk will then prepare the forms.

           The grass is already very long so will need to cut as soon as possible, the Chairman will tell the contractors to 

           concentrate on the dangerous spots, as was completed last year. 

        5) Councillor John Webb reported that the drain near Glovers Cottage is blocked/broken and water is spilling

           out on to the road creating a danger for vehicles, the Clerk was requested to inform highways.  

        There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm          

Signed……………………………………………  

Date……………………………   
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