
Milton Damerel Parish Council

Minutes
Of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2016 commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Stephen Moyse (Chairman), Richard Piper, (Vice Chairman), Gareth Piper, Grace Millman,  

Rose Haynes, John Webb, Jim Richardson and Parish Clerk Lorraine Buttery.

Also present were District Councillor Robin Julian and P.C.S.O Raquel Rowe

There were no members of the public present.

1)     Apologies:  None received
2)     Declarations of Interest
        a) Register of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. None were declared 

        b) To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors Grace Millman, Rose Haynes 

            and John Webb declared an interest in the grant applications and will take no part in the discussions.
        c) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
3)     Chairman’s Announcements 
        There were none
4)     Public Comments and District Councillors report


        There were no members of the public present but at this point District Councillor Robin Julian and

         P.C.S.O Raquel Rowe gave their reports:

         Councillor Robin Julian reported that at recent meetings the ‘hot topic’ had been Community Hospitals and trying to

         save services at Barnstaple Hospital, for residents to travel to Exeter or Plymouth for treatment would be very time

         consuming and expensive. Councillor Julian stated that people are very fed up with the way they have been treated as

         there have been many consultations, but are they really relevant do the government or Local authorities actually

         take any notice of what people want and need?

         Highways: The roads at East and West Putford had been repaired, and the three worse roads in each Parish will be

         Prioritised. Councillor Grace Millman commented that the road from Gidcott to Halspark had still not been repaired

         and was in a dreadful state, Councillor Julian said he would look into it. Councillor Julian was asked if a grant

         was available for the Christmas/New Year Party? He replied that he will send an application form to the Clerk.

         The Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse thanked Councillor Julian for attending.

         P.C.S.O Raquel Rowe reported that damage had been done to a fence in Thornbury, livestock and property had been 

         stolen in the Holsworthy area. A motorists had left the garage in Milton Damerel without paying for their fuel.

         There will be a new Sergeant joining Holsworthy in January and the Devon and Cornwall Police are recruiting

         Police Volunteers, there are two in Milton Damerel, they will assist in speed monitoring among other areas which are

         yet to be decided.  The Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse thanked Raquel for attending.
5)     To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th October 2016, these having been circulated and 

         read by all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse as being a true record of the  meeting.
6)     Matters Arising :  1) Community Grants Scheme- Defibrillator: The grant for the defibrillators had now been received, 

         permission for the siting of the cabinets had been sought and the unanimous decision was for them to be placed at the 

         Garage and at Holsworthy Beacon directly opposite the Packing Station, on the wall of the old Workshop. 

         Both owners of the properties had given their permission. The Clerk was requested to go ahead and order the defibrillators.

         The small cost of the electricity used will be paid by the Parish Council Quotes will be obtained for the installation of the    

         cabinets, as they need connecting to an electrical supply, a qualified electrician must be employed. The Clerk offered to run 

         a training evening for the residents, this will include basic CPR for Adults, Children and Infants. The instruction for the               .        of Defibrillators is also included  The cost will be minimal for the Parish Council as the courses are run on a   

         voluntary basis, by the Royal Life Saving Society the organisation the Clerk is a member, small donations 

         would be appreciated  by those present to help cover the cost of  manikin wipes, handouts, printing  etc.

         The date for the session was set for the 6th January 2017, 7.30 -9.30.  Details will be published in the newsletter and the  

         clerk will get posters printed to place around the Parish

         2) Bus Shelter, the Clerk had contacted Julie Pepworth on several occasions but had received no reply, Councillor Grace

         Millman asked Councillor Julian that when he attends his meeting with Julie could he please enquire as to why

         No response had been given to the communications and for an update. Councillor Julian said he would as he felt the

         Parish Council should have been informed by now.
Signed……………………………………………  
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6a.    Superfast Broadband and petition to Geoffrey Cox MP with the addition of a local petition: The lack of superfast

         Broadband was discussed, and the grants available for those with very slow internet. The interested parties must register

         before the 30th November to qualify for grants of up to £500. Although Superfast broadband was available in the 

         surrounding areas Milton Damerel’s exchange had not been upgraded, therefore MD were not able to receive the 

         ‘fibre optic’ fast broadband. The Clerk was requested to write a letter to  Geoffrey Cox MP to ask for his support, it was   .

          agreed that instigating a local petition was very time consuming       
7)       Planning Applications Not on the Agenda as applications received after it was printed and distributed

          1)   1/1006/2016/FUL  Proposal:  Formation of Hard standing for car parking area

           Location: 2 Downs View, Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon

           The above application was discussed, no objections were raised and unanimously approved. The Clerk will convey

           the decision to Torridge Planning department
          2)   1/1093/2016/FUL Proposal: Proposed new extension to dwelling

           Location: St Martins, Gidcott, Holsworthy, Devon.
           The above application was discussed and it was stated that the first application for this development was withdrawn

           the new plans were not much different, but as the application had only just been received and the majority of

           Councillors had not had a chance to look on-line, the decision was taken that the Councillors would look at

           the application, any objections or comments to be sent to the Clerk before the deadline of the 6th December, if no

           comments received it will be assumed that there are none and the Clerk will convey the Parish Councils approval

           to Torridge DC Planning department             
8)      Planning Decisions
            There were none
          Planning Appeals 
         There were none
9)        Financial Matters
           a)   Financial report to date, the Clerk reported that there was a balance of £7,779.68 in the bank, this     

                 comprises of Ring fenced funds Step back in time £183.02,  P3 £107.01 and £3200. Community grant.

                 The remaining balance of £4289.65 is PC general funds

           b)   The Community grant of £3,200.00rom Torridge DC for the defibrillators was acknowledged

           c)   A cheque for Clerks monthly salary £173.33 was signed by three Councillors
           d)   The provisional budget for the financial year 2017-2018 was discussed, it was agreed to set the 

                  precept at £3855 a 2% rise on last year 

           e)   Grant Applications from were discussed the following were unanimously approved:

                 i)    MD Parish Hall £150       ii) Gardening Club £80 


     iii)  MD Newsletter  £100,  Councillors Grace Millman and Rose Haynes declared an interest and took

                        no part in the decision.    

                 iv)  MD Parish Church £100, Counciloor John Webb declared an interest and took no part in the decision.  

                 v)   A discussion concerning the request by Torridge CAB followed, in general grants to outside organisations

                         are not usually considered, but in this instance, because of the excellent work of  the CAB in the Holsworthy

                         area,  it was decided by 4 votes to 2 with one Councillor abstaining  to approve a grant of £50.

          Cheques for all grants will be issued in September 2017

10.     Correspondence as below and as available at the time of the meeting
           i)       J.Hollis – Local Government Boundaries                    ii)   Devon Highways – Self  Help Survey

           iii)     Holsworthy Area Advisory Group meeting 31/10       iv)   Your Future Care consultation 7/10 – 6/01/2017

           v)      Jamie Hollis Legal Briefing          vi)   SOHS Campaign      vii)   DALC Newsletter

           viii)   Healthwatch Devon                       ix)    CAB Grant appeal    x)    J.Hollis – Speaking at Planning meetings

           xi)     Highways - Town and Parish Council conference reminder – Hatherleigh 22nd November 2016

           xii)    Devon Community Resilience forum 9th November 2016      xiii)  Devon Communities together roadshows

           xiv)   NHS Your future care, consultation on Community Services xv)    Road Closure 17th November

           xvi)   Devon local flood risk management strategy October 2016    xvii)  Rural Opportunity Bulletin

           xviii) email from Myra Sexton reference Broadband speed              xviv) Connecting Devon & Somerset

           xx)    Community Composting and recycling centres consultation 23/11/2016

           xxi)   Publication of Wider Devon Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP)

           xxii) Changes to senior leadership team Devon County Council  
         The above communications were circulated and no further action was required except for:

         ix) CAB donation application – see  finance 
           Signed……………………………………………  
Date……………………………   
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 11)     Urgent matters brought forward with the permission of the Chairman.

1) The Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse had received a copy of the ‘Permissive Path’ agreement for 

Footpath 15/16, the agreement was signed on behalf of Milton Damerel Parish Council, Alan and Linda

Gifford will sign their copy which will then be exchanged, this agreement will be in place for 2 years.

The fixing of the new gates which were supplied by DCC will be sorted out by Michael Jackson the 

P3 co-ordinator.

The Clerk was requested to write to Michael Jackson and thank him for all his hard work and time at sorting 

all the details with DCC and Mr & Mrs Gifford.

2) The Clerk asked whether it was really necessary to list on the Agenda all the various communications 

received by email, these were all distributed as they were received? A discussion followed and it was agreed 

that after receiving the correspondence by email, if any Councillor wanted the communication discussed they

would notify the Clerk who would then  put that item on the Agenda, any communications received by post 

would be listed.

         There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm          

Signed……………………………………………  
Date……………………………   
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