
Milton Damerel Parish Council

Minutes

Of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2016 commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Stephen Moyse (Chairman), Richard Piper, (Vice Chairman), Gareth Piper, Grace Millman,  

Rose Haynes, John Webb and Parish Clerk Lorraine Buttery, 

Also present was District Councillor Robin Julian.

There were no members of the public present.

1)     Apologies:  Councillor Jim Richardson
2)     Declarations of Interest
        a) Register of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. None were declared 

        b) To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
        c) To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared
3)     Chairman’s Announcements 
        There were none

4)     Public Comments and District Councillors report


        Councillor Robin Julian attended the meeting and apologised for arriving late, Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse

        asked him if he would kindly wait  until item 6 had been completed before giving his report. 
        Highways Councillor Julian reported that a sum of £92,000 had been allocated to his district for emergency 
        highways repairs,  Councillor Parsons had been allocated £99,000, he asked that the Councillors think of the worse 

        three areas of road in Milton Damerel and email  him as soon as  possible with the locations. To date locations on 

        the roads from Woolsery to Clovelly, East and West Putford and Stocksworthy had been highlighted.   

        Parts of the A39 will be closed for three nights from 7pm-7am for various repairs, hedge cutting, clearing gulleys

        and sign cleaning.

        Hospitals: Consultations are ongoing regarding Hospital beds in Bideford and decisions have been postponed until

        2017, beds have been closed in South Devon already. There is big opposition to the closure of the Barnstaple
        Maternity unit as travelling to Exeter of Plymouth in an emergency is not viable. Also Community Hospital beds 
        need to be saved as commuting to Barnstaple is not an option for some living in outlying districts.
        Change of Boundaries: Milton Damerel will be within the Holsworthy area and the District Councillor will be 

        Barry Parsons, Councillor Julian commented that Councillor Parson’s district will be massive.

        The Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse thanked Councillor Julian for his report and his continued support.

        After Councillor Julian left the discussion continued regarding the highways and the following three areas of roads 

        were highlighted for the Parish Clerk to email to Councillor Julian:

1) Gidcott Cross to the Milton Damerel Boundary

2) From Venn Green to Derworthy Cross

3) From the entrance road of Woodford Farms to Little Derworthy        
5)     To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th August 2016, these having been circulated and read 
         by all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse as being a true record of the  meeting.

6)     Matters Arising 
         1)  Venn Green Bus Stop, no decision had yet been made, the Clerk will contact Julie Pepworth before the next
               meeting if no communication is received..

         2)   Community Grants Scheme – Defibrillator, the grant application was successful and an agreement had been 
               received  from Torridge District Council. The Clerk informed the Councillors that she had read the agreement

               and the  conditions therein were acceptable and met by the Parish Council, the Chairman duly signed the agreement
               this will be forwarded to Councillor Hicks for counter signatory.

               The sum awarded was £3200, the siting of the Defibrillators was discussed but no firm decision was made, the
               Chairman Councillor Stephen Moyse asked the Councillors to give the subject some thought before the 

               next meeting. The Clerk had received two quotes and was waiting for a third. The quotes received were for 

               £1324 and £1461excluding VAT                        
7)     Planning Applications
        There were none
Signed……………………………………………  
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8)    Planning Decisions

        1)  1/0451/2016/FUL

             Proposal: Variation of condition 2 to planning application 1/0053/2014/FUL

             Location: Beechcroft, Holsworthy Beacon, Holsworthy, Devon

             The above applications were approved.
        Planning Appeals 
        There were none
 
9)        Financial Matters

a) Cheques for the Clerks monthly salary £173.33 and expenses for July – September £26.16 were signed by

       three Councillors
b) The financial report was readout by the Parish Clerk, the bank balance stands at £3217.50, this consists

of £2927.47 Parish general funds, £183.02 ring fended funds ‘Step back in time’ and £107.01 P3 funds.

            c)    The following Grant cheques were signed by three Councillors:
                   i)    Milton Damerel Parish Hall - £150.00    

                  ii)   Milton Damerel Newsletter - £100.00

                  iii)  Milton Damerel & District Gardening Club £80.00

                  iv)  Holy Trinity Parochial Church £100.00
d)  Hall hire meeting cheque for July-September £30 was not signed as inadvertently missed.

The Clerk informed the Councillors that the 2016/2017 TAP fund application had been sent.
10)     Correspondence as below and as available at the time of the meeting
           i)     Holsworthy Area Advisory Group meeting 17/10/2016         ii)    DALC AGM 11/10/2016

           iii)   Sandra Causey- Area Advisory Groups Changes                   iv)    Ros Davies- P3 Summer newsletter

           v)    Bideford Atlantic Racquet Centre                                           vi)    Councillor Julian – Pothole repairs 

           vii)  Connecting Devon & Somerset                                              viii)   DALC Newsletter

           ix)    Harry Roper-Police & Crime Commissioner Consultation   x)      NHS- Your future care newsletter

           xi)    Torridge D.C. Parish Council Planning Information 22/09/16             

           xii)    CPR Countryside Forum22/09/2016         

           The above communications had been circulated and no further action is required except for
           ii)  The clerk requested permission to attend the DALC AGM at a cost of £20, this was unanimously agreed

                 if any Councillors wished to attend they will inform the Clerk as soon as possible.

           xi) Councillor Grace Millman confirmed that she will attend this and report back at the next meeting.

           Received after the Agenda was distributed from; 
1) DALC Consultation: The 2017/2018 Local Finance Settlement, the consultation is about ‘capping’ the precept,
                 the deadline for responses is the 28th October 2016–to be discussed during October meeting.

2) Torridge District Council: Additional local plan consultation, deadline for responses 27th October 2016

3) Local government boundary Commission- Electoral review of Torridge: Draft recommendations, deadline for 

Responses 31st. October, it is aimed to have the final recommendations published in January 2017 and after

Parliamentary scrutiny come into effect at the District Council elections 2019.            

11)    Urgent matters brought forward with the permission of the Chairman.

         1) Councillor Rose Haynes voiced her concern regarding the amount of Japanese Knotweed which is prevalent
              within Milton Damerel, and seems to be spreading unchecked. There is very little the Parish Council can do

              as Devon County Council will not clear it away as they used to, and it is not any longer  reportable. It is up to

 the individual to clear it if it is within their boundaries. At previous meetings Councillor Julian has said that he will consider rewarding a grant to cover the cost of chemicals to spray the knotweed but this has to be done by persons

 with a licence to spray.  The Councillors will the subject some thought and the subject will be put on the 

 agenda for the next meeting to 

         There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00pm          
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