
 

 

 

Milton Damerel Parish Council Minutes 

 

Minutes of Milton Damerel Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th October 2025 which 

commenced at 19:30 

 

Present: Councillors Stephen Moyse (Chair), Gareth Piper, Edgar Pett, Teresa Walters and Peter Bromley, also present were 

Cllr Lynne Rowsell Devon County Council, members of the public Julie and Bob Sage and the Clerk Jane Elliott. 

  

1. Apologies Richard Piper and Jim Richardson  

 

2.  Declarations of Interest 

          a) Register of Interest: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests. None were declared. 

    b) To declare any personal interest in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared 

    c) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interest in items on the agenda and their nature. None were declared 

 

3.    Chair’s announcements: 

          Grace Millman will lead a short service of remembrance at 10.50am at Milton Damerel War memorial on Saturday 9th 

November. This will be followed by 2 minutes silence. There will be a service at Milton Damerel Chapel afterwards. All are 

welcome to attend.  

 

4.       Public Comments         

           None  

5.    The minutes of the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 24th September 2025 which had been circulated by email,  

    were unanimously approved as a true record of the meeting, they were duly signed by the Chair Councillor  

    Stephen Moyse.  

 

6.      Reports by District and County Councillors.     

          Councillor Lynne Rowsell described how the proposal for a large solar farm at Holsworthy has been occupying a great 

deal of her time. The site includes 17 farms and is over 2,750 acres in size.  It is estimated to be twice the size of Barnstaple 

covering land from Chilsworthy, West Putford, Holsworthy Beacon, and Bulkworthy. Cllr Rowsell identified some of the issues 

that were raising concerns, including the import of materials, the loss of prime farmland and the increased traffic and 

disruption to residents. The possibility of increased food imports and food shortages as a result of the loss of farmland is a 

concern to the CPRE (Council for Protection of Rural England). The solar panels could be added to existing buildings or car 

parks, but there is a financial gain for the government in using farmland. A public meeting on Friday 31st October will take 

place in Holsworthy with MP G Cox in attendance. A discussion followed regarding the plans with Cllr S Moyse asking if 

anything can be done, Cllr. P. Bromley requesting when this proposal may go to planning and Cllr. G. Piper asking for clarity 

regarding the size of existing solar sites in Devon.    

          

7.      Matters Arising 

         1) The discussion of the proposed solar farm continued with Cllr E. Pett declaring he had been involved in farming since 

the age of 9 and was concerned about the potential loss of good quality, fertile land for food production. Cllrs. S. Moyse and 

Cllr. R. Piper had attended a meeting with Keith Hutchings from Thornbury PC, Mike Smale from Bradford/Cookbury PC and 

members of Holsworthy Hamlets which involved the 5 parish councils that will be affected by the solar development. Cllr. S. 

Moyse asked permission of the council to attend further meetings as part of a coalition to enable information to be shared 

across the Holsworthy Parishes that are affected; this was agreed. This led into a discussion about whether there was any 

opposition to the plans. It was remarked that no members of the public had come to the meeting tonight to express any opinion 

for or against regarding the solar farm. Cllr. E. Pett suggested members of the public should be encouraged to attend the Parish 

Council meetings if they want to express an opinion and Cllr. P. Bromley suggested a piece for the Parish Newsletter to 

encourage people to air their opinions; he asked to see a visual depiction of what area was affected and Cllr. G. Piper indicated 

the area on the wall map. This led to Cllr. P. Bromley suggesting that the Parish Councils involved could investigate how other 

local councils in England have responded to such huge developments and whether there were strategies that had helped to 

oppose such plans. The discussion continued with the conclusion that this matter will be current for some considerable time 

and that the current government dictates the decisions making process. It was agreed that Cllr. L. Rowsell will receive any 

representations that the public wish to send by email and that anyone who is available should attend the meeting on 31st 

October in Holsworthy.  

         2) The problem of Japanese knotweed had been raised and Cllr S. Moyse had spoken with Richard Haste TDC who said 

it is the responsibility of the landowner to take action.  

         3) The dog waste bin near the church is in the system and will be installed soon. 

 

8.     Planning Applications 

1/0706/2025/FUL Conversion of a redundant rural building to form dwelling and associated sewage treatment plant was 

received on 15th September. Councillors had no objections 



 

 

 

1/0765/2025/FUL Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling was received on 15th October. 

Councillors to email Clerk if there any objections.  

9.      Planning decisions 

1/0606/2025/FUL Proposed covered yard was granted permission.  

 

 

         Planning Appeals 

 None were received  

     

10.       Financial Matters 

 

We still need the bank statement to be in the name of the new Clerk and for additional signatories to be added. The Clerk is 

currently unable to liaise with the bank as she is not an authorized signatory. Cllr SM said he would chase this and the Clerk 

will phone the bank for an update.  

a)  It was the unanimous decision of the Councillors to approve cheque for: 

i) Clerk’s salary £264.55 ii) Clerk’s expenses £18.45  

b) Financial report to date Bank Balance is £14,751.938. 

c) Annual Grants will be awarded next month. It is usual to give money to the following organisations, Milton Damerel 

Church, Citizens’ Advice, Milton Damerel Hall. The Clerk will post details on the website and in the noticeboards for local 

groups that may wish to apply.    

 

 

                       

11.    Correspondence as below and as available at the time of the meeting  

Emails have been forwarded to members of the council. Correspondence by post Geoffrey Cox to send posters, Devon 

Archives Local Studies request for support.  

 

12.    Matters brought forward with the permission of the Chairman 

          

1) Cllr P. Bromley asked for an update of the bank mandate process. Cllr. S. Moyse is arranging the bank mandate to 

make sure the Clerk is named on the bank statements and that the remaining councillors can be added as signatories. 

The Clerk explained that the bank statements are now sent to her address, but still in the name of the previous Clerk. 

She is still not a recognised signatory and the bank will not take instructions from her.  

 

 

  There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:45 The next meeting will be Wednesday 19th November 19:30  
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